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NHI should not be an

experiment

ò I TOLD YOU AT THE START ðTHIS DRUG
IS STILL IN THE EXPERIMENTAL STAGE.ó



But it is an evolutionary

path



Need a South African

approach



Dialogue is needed



Moving from conflicté



é to collaboration



Patient centred dialogue



One pharmacy approach

Improved 

prescriber 

efficiency

Improved 

pharmacy 

efficiency

Integrated 

prescription 

records with 

electronic 

health 

records 

Improved 

standards 

in patient 

safety

Promotion of 

rational medicine 

use

Improved data and 

analytics regarding 

patients and patient 

care



Outline

1. Strategic Context 

2. NHI White Paper Directives

ÅContracting with pharmacies (public & private)

ÅPharmacies and role in alternative access points

ÅAccreditation as an NHI provider

3. Payment, and alternative payment mechanisms

4. Supportive, enabling tools and policies

ÅElectronic transactions and centrally governed 

processes
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Strategic Context

South Africa carries the 

third largest burden 

of TB, DR-TB and MDR-

TB in the world

The incidence of TB has more 

than tripled in the last 20 years

South Africa has 

the largest ART 

programme in the 

world

Among 18 to 35 

year olds, 20%
have 

hypertension, 

12% have 

diabetesé and will 

increase to 30% 

and 26% 
respectively 

among 36 to 45 

year olds



GLOBAL IMPERATIVE

Å United Nations adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 25 September 2015 . 

Å Goal 3.8 of the SDGs urges all countries to:

Å ñAchieve universal health coverage including financial risk 

protection, access to quality essential healthȤcare services and 

access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential 

medicines and vaccines for allò

Strategic Context


